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End of Chapter Solutions 
Chapter 2 Solutions

Review Questions
1. RAM and ROM are both forms of random access memory. True or False?

Answer:  False
2. The arrangement of the integral components of a CPU is referred to as the processor’s ___________.
a. structure

b. architecture
c. design

d. layout


Answer: b

3. Complex Instruction Set Computers (CISC) processors are generally faster than Reduced Instruction Set Computers (RISC) processors. True or False? 

Answer:  False

4. A(n) ___________ uses optics instead of magnetism to store information.

a. ATAPI HDD

b. RDRAM

c. CDRAM

d. CD-ROM


Answer: d
5. How many IDE devices can a typical mainboard support?

a. two

b. one

c. as many as there are free expansion slots 

d. four


Answer: d

6. There can be ___________ primary partition(s) on an HDD.

a. two

b. three

c. one

d. four


Answer: d
7. hdc6 refers to:
a. the clock speed on an HDD

b. the second logical drive in the extended partition on the primary slave HDD
c. the extended partition on the primary slave HDD
d. the second logical drive in the extended partition on the secondary master HDD

Answer: d

8. CD-ROMs, floppy disks, and Zip disks are referred to as:

a. slow media

b. back-up media

c. removable media

d. durable media


Answer: c

9. The three most common slots for peripheral device connection are ___________, _____________, and ___________.

a. ISA, PDI, AGE

b. PCI, ISA, AGP

c. IMA, APG, PIC

d. DMA, IRQ, PCI


Answer: b

10. If a hardware component is not listed on the HCL for the operating system, it __________.
a. needs to be made hot-swappable

b. must be added to this list by the user before it will function

c. will function without concern

d. might not function or be recognized by the operating system


Answer: d

11. EEPROM stands for:

a. erratic extensible program random object memory
b. elastic erasable project read-only memory
c. electronically erasable programmable read-only memory
d. easily erasable programmable read-only memory

Answer: c

12. Static Dynamic Random Access Memory (SDRAM) is a permanent memory store that requires no flow of electricity to be maintained. True or False?

Answer: False
13. A user normally accesses the BIOS (Basic Input/Output System) of a computer after powering it on by pressing the:

a. F8 key

b. BIOS key

c. Del key

d. any key


Answer: c

14. Every computer connected to and communicating on an Internet Protocol (IP) network must have a unique ___________.
a. IP address

b. node name

c. subnet mask

d. gateway


Answer: a

15. ___________ is/are directly wired to the processor.

a. Physical memory

b. Hard disk drives

c. Random object memory

d. Keyboards

e. all of the above


Answer: a

16. There are normally four LPT ports and two COM ports on most main boards. True or False?


Answer: False

17.  The System Monitor in the Windows Control Panel can be used to determine the hardware configuration of a computer system. True or False?
Answer: False

18. The peripheral component used to attach a computer to a network is called a NIC. True or False?
Answer: True

19. The BIOS configuration of a computer is typically stored on a _____ chip on the mainboard.

a. AGP

b. CMOS

c. EEPM

d. ROM

Answer: b

20. Hard disks are typically divided into _________, which contain __________.

a. partitions, filesystems

b. filesystems, partitions

c. extensions, logical drives

d. logical drives, extensions

Answer: a
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Not available.

Discovery Exercises
Discovery Exercise 1
Answers will vary. You can visit the Internet Web site http://www.redhat.com to check the hardware on the HCL. The Cirrus Logic GD5434 chipset is not listed on the RedHat HCL but is listed on the Linux Hardware Compatability HOWTO, which can be found in many places on the Internet including http://www.ibiblio.org and http://www.linuxdoc.org.
Discovery Exercise 2

Answers will vary. Understanding the hardware components of a computer allows one to ensure that they are on the Hardware Compatibility List and that they meet minimum requirements for installation. Otherwise, you find that the installation program halts or fails to detect and provide drivers for the hardware costing a company many hours of downtime. The installation checklist varies from answer to answer, yet should contain the minimum sections defined in Table 2-5.

Discovery Exercise 3

Not available.
Discovery Exercise 4

Not available.
Discovery Exercise 5
Not available.
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